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innocently auditions, ye of the hm 
b > prom 


obliged as known uh your Honour, Ihave not hi 
therto appeax,gd.pith a11+4hvalg worthy of your Lords 


ſhip's Patronage. I ſhall therefore humbly crave the _ 
leave of making to my ſelf this interpretation , that 4 
IM intend this Command as a remem» F 
brance of my duty , that 1 may hereafter meditate 

rate to Þhom 1 owe the en» #- 
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n—_ on, po a _ _ 
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known Fans Hh M: | voth 1 them hich por Flich por be 
moſt ſenſible © perpetual _— 
f them. Yip bove what is Ponting, a, F 
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, and might at, « alethiSomy _ 
he is. exempt d frm the ph en of his Bre- 
thren ; and;thar he might be fly1'd qe of 
3 two Sons of his are numbred with his. Fa- 
E thers Sons, and ranked with-the Patriarchs: 
$ Jak wereall the.people..of /God the Sons of 

ud Foleph. nd 7 Joſeph, while the Son of 

Ver the cr of the 'Sotis" of Jacob.” Theſe 

pag two concealed in the Text; Jacob the 
Father, and that Father dead; Joſeph the Son, 
key aver erage for be mude & Ok 


Fuxeral;' in which. ewo general 
| | toour yiew:;:: The ni- 
Zarion' Prereaten and,” The Continua-. 
tion. of the Solemmnines,: In the deſcription .of 
the Solemnization: there are four particulars 
obſervable, The ' Connexion. Ile Perſon. 
The Aian. The Occaſion. [The me 


nexion, in the conmundtive// 

the Perſon underſtood, in the lowing pr 
noun He + the Aton- repreſented, = 
that is, Joſephdid, COLETSS the O&- 
alion cxprelied,! for: whom ho mourned; 


be- made' a movirning. | 
Connexion of the Pcrſon,' and its 
the 


of Br 


Gen. 5d, I, 


- Gen. 49. 34+ 


pecphory rap perogion — rh 1 Pather. This 


andrruly. wich him, char he would bu 
in the ng lace of his Fathers. 


is the Connexiow in-reſpe&t of the Perſon ; ; that 
of the Aion "Tin je 
When :Facob was near the time a bi Ji 


lucion, Joſeph pur. his hand- nnder his\chigh, 


and {ware unto him that he would deal m_ 


athered up his feetintothe bed and died, Fo 
ſeph fell on his Fathers face, and wept upon him, 
and kifſd bim; and. ſo, aid; the firſt-fruits! of: a 

Funeral with. his cyes'and with his lips. | After 


this errno Ph liciang to. follow 


with Spices and- embalm- him, defirous- to 
Eimcon that: body ro | the wane ol pete 
Won om omar and-obtai- 

leave of. Pharaoh to... perform his; Qath 


| My he ſware-unto Jacob; hewent.up tothe 


Land of:Canaan to take: with his 'Fa- 
thers body, and laid him inthe Kield which 
Abrabam Dome, There they, buried /Abtabam 
and Sarah bis viſe, there they. buried. Vaac and 
Rebekah bis wife ,. there; Jacob. buried Leah!, 
el there Joeb buried Jacob, And war + | 


med þ ok required, te. 
his Father. "This Oo the, « 


£ 


The) Perſon Or chief mouiner then is « Tofetls, ; 
he which once was dead in the thoughts of 
7acob, and deſires of his brethren, (ores his 


Father to attend his Funeral, and to ;preſerve. rs 


Brethren alive... His comin Into. 
aged Jacob many atear ; I L 


a o 
£ . 


Vos this will x ." joy he 
to, the ;Pcrſqn.; Ade made 4. SAS; 
't. an Adtion, which may 2s wellbetcrm 
Ty rk 46.6 WO, & 2. Paſſion , AS 8 
made, 2; JOAN, .£; 
Nh F 


C: 


ve. paſhon.... 2 


OA. g. 39. ftoo# by him weeping.” "Thus the firſt which 


i er ene nearily ras 
in him by reſolved and continued - 
his Fathers" death; and at the ine ind 
expreſſion of that grief was willingly pow! 
forth, as what he underſtood did well becom 
him. We are not only to bewail our: fins, 
but all thoſe mileries which proceed - from 
them': and therefore cars werendr: only lent 
us-ro declare Compunction, buralfo ro exx 
Commiſeration: Wereadeour blefſed mn, 
rwice did: weep, oncefor” the finsof Font wen 
once for the death of Lazaruf wh 
Two eycsNature beſtow'd/1 
y and diſtinctly 'we Gant ee br with 
one ar once, and” backs are- — Fat 'made* the 
fountains'of rears; as We are rritiers for” Cort 
trition, as' we are Brethreh' for! Conip: 
When the firſt Martyrs bloud was ſhed forthe 
Chriſtian faith, _ mn carryed Steven to his 
burial, und made 'v rentation over bins uch 
tere the rear | of the © Infolir Chutch:* *Wh 
Peter found” Dorcas; a woman full of go 
works and Almeſdeeds, dead, alt the Widows 


, 


died in Chriftanity, -were” followed * with 
ſolemn 


iy 


ph or wliew, \Thhr ame bf the 
the means to/convert: many. þ to our 
Religion, wasthe care of the- bodies, and the 
- folemanities) alwayes »uſed ati the Funerals. of 
_— \Thus farot-the: Action, Fe made « 


ens of this ſadneſs is expreſled in a 
word, but muſt be:confidered in many. more, 
as being the principal concernment both of the 
Text and Time. 'The mover of his paſſion, the 
obje& of his grich, the cauſe of his tears was his 
Father, And::be made a mourning for his Father. 
This was {o.truly Flt bop it was the 
only.cauſe, that there can. be no reaſon imagi- 
nable afſigned why Joſeph ſhould mourn, but 
only becauſc he bad loft a Father. Though he 
was aged to. extremity, though he was holy 
unto eminency, though be. was happy to erer- 
nity, though no. way diladvantagious by his 
dearh to any, yet becauſe. dead, and that a Fa- 
ther dead, he made 4 mourning for bin. 

We uſually ſay of ancient perſons, that th 
havealready one foot inthe grave, and the rc 
of their. HA nothing i elſe bur the bringing of 
Sn Why then ſhould we _— 


of * 
3h hs WS 
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Pſa. 90. 10. 


Gen. 47. 9. 


Gen. 48. 16. 


Gen. 47. 29. 


the Cond rt Df 


Pharaoh when. he camedownto 
- of the_yearsof, my pilgrimage are-an 


ſeems tobe but mie vr Fer is HE——__ 
ceſſities, and that 'grief irrational which, would 
create ;capaibiliness 1 he daies-of:: our years- are 


.threeſcore. years and ten, and if by reaſon of ſtrength 


they be fourſcore years, yet is their ſtrength labour 
and ſorrow. Whar teaſon then can weproduce, 


_.thatthelite ofa man whom. we eſteem; ſhould 
be ſorrow to: himlelf, and -his death be grief to 


us ?: Now. Facob gavethis account of;his age to 
woke The des 
undred. aid 
thirty years;and he lived in the land ſeventeen years; 
ſo the whole age of Jacob was an hundred TA and 


ſeven years. This extremity of age 
-himto-his bed; rhe perfect embleme and tent 


forerunner: ofihis: grave. The eyes'of Uracl were 
dim, ſo-that he could not ſee ; he was 7 inthe 


ſhades of darkneſs. Nay, the time -drew nigh, 


ſaich Moſes; that racliomuft. die ; there: was. a 
natural neceflity, of his death, an apparent in- 


pollibiliry of longer life andy yer this:conlide- 
ration -is-no'excule to Joſe Pb, burbe. made a 
mourning for bis aged Father. >: 5151! night to) 


'Secondlyjcht texh of the righrous  t 
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bedeſired: rather then lamented * and® wered 
diſhonour pur upon Religion tothink a pious. 


man leſs happy dead, then when heiliv'd:: Weep Luk. 23.28 


not for me; was the language 0 fcheirmmaculate 
_ — he'went meat and 8; paln- 
ful death : and why ſhould he, which yedde 
up his ſoul inkdrodinbat; leave his body ib be 
covered with ſo much ſorrow? 2' Thoſe which 
live in impicy;, and depart in their iniquity, 
- they which havechere provoked the wrath of. 
God, and goc hencewith chat wrath.abidingon 
them; as they.couldcreaten cochelt x6» 
lations hiklockaw's 1 cheir life, ſo. muſt they 
neceſlarily increaſe it at their death- Bur Joce 
was a Patriarch, ofcmminent/and conſtane piety, 
particularly. and remarkably-belov'd of:God, 
highly blefſed by him, and powerfully blefling 
in his name; and yet when Jacob diet , Joſeph 
weepeth.: And he made. a —— fo hi pions 


Pathond) & fam bu Vin Yoder bind 
-- Thirdly, Death is cling elſe but a ang 
of a ſhort and temporaxy Give an unaleerable 2 


&ernal- condition. 'From: whenee:t:fall 

that thoſewhich-dycin theirifins; _—_ 
begin rofcelthoſe rormerits: which: ſhall-neyer 
ceale:. and therefore they leave. bebinde Gems 
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fd occaſion of grief and ſorrow to fuch as are 
apprehenſive of the pains they. feel, If the 
Rich man' in the Goſpel were-ſo careful of: his. 
furviving brethren, and fo concerne&:in their 
welfare; if they had as well ynderſtood his ſad, 
and irreverſible condition, what floods of tears: 
would they have ſhed for him who call'd ſo. 


| earneſtly fora drop of water tocool his tongue !. 


Bur as for ſuch as paſs from hence into a 
place of reſt and joy, who change the milcrics 
of this ſinful world for the blefled preſence of a 
good and gracious God ; weeping at their de- 


parture may ſeem improper and unkinde offi- 
ciouſneſs, as' *rwerea ſorrow for their happi- 


neſs, and'envyat their felicity. - Now the foul 


of Fawbwas ny to reſt, and Foſeph ſufft- 


ciently affured of his happineſs. He knew that 
his Father was heir of the ſame promiſe with 
Abraham : for he looked for a City which hath 
foundations, whoſe builder and maker is God ; he 
died'in faith, and imbraced:the promiſes ; he con- 
feſſed that he was a ſtranger onthe earth, and that 
he ſought a better countrey, that is , an. beavenhy ; 
and- therefore God had: prepared for him. a City, 
and he was in the 'bolome of Abraham ,-rhe 
place of felicity. Bur the happineſs of his ſoul 
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is. no excuſeto- Foſeph for the Funeral tears due 
atthe interment of. his: body. - And he made'a 
mourning for' his happy Father. - © 7 OG 
Fourthly , many perſons expiring give too 
ſad occaſions of foro = their. aobon lef 
behinde : they which depend upon . them, 
.wholc er liveth-and Farr 
hopes are buried, with them, may goe to their 
graves with unfcigned: tears, lamenting: not 
{o much the departure of their friend){aptheir 
own loſs; ſomething theymay weeptor thenn, 
and more for themſelves. Bur' the death"of 
acob was not of any ſuch condition; there 
could. no diſadvantage ariſe; from-that to! Fos 
ſeph, no intereſt ab) bas could ſuffer. by-ix. 5 He 
had alrcady blefled all his Sons; and Foſtph 
—_ ; rar be _ more of heayen- 
favours | from: bis prayers or pro- 
Sheba | Had be did blr res 
upon. Ephraim and Mi J ofebb aun 
Lo 
hemighthavciadly mourned torthe;lofsiof his 
ner and of the: BencdiQtion.r:If «ſay lift 
up his voyce aud wept, becauſe he was.deſbated 
of the bleſſing while: Jsaclnicd,: Foſephmight 
; {99 IEG L C. z pre» 


ptrecmaloſcheBeneiconby an mnexpedic 
-Of\. a, diſtane\ death Bun'Facob bleſſed: them, 
and with his bleſfing gave ordet for his burial, 
and withthat bleſhing and thatorder died. And 
25/hisdeath-was no I prejudicial tothe ſpi- 
ritual, ſo yragit nov at_alt difadvantageousto 
the reraporak condition of his Sen He ſuffer- 
ed loſs of -no-cnjoymentsiby his Fathers death , 
Facob had lived long bythe favour and the care 
of #39 {na arvs Ghelpimine alonepteſery'd his 
nouckmarrow thoughts abared the 

hehe 'Foſeph's ſorrow. And ihe made a' mourne 
TI enkeatoks which'work 
wi powerkliyiori odher-pedſons;” did move this 
Mournerto expreſs fuch ſorrow, what werethe 
Motives then whichcaus'dſo deep a aſenſe,what 
meditazians/wrought:io: powerfully:i:0n- the 
heartbf | Faſeph3i Me ths brere bartoorls; 
Mortality\, ind Paternity”; the ene ſuppoſed, : 
the other/e ſell iniche; vext! Farob was che 


Coo jandrhavPulibe deadgandhece- 
mmonengdiforblimy! 70 bas 14: | 
ry 4, 3s 2uproper obje@t 29 /invite hy: 


pity., -and-priyation-of\ life alone ſufficient to 
mnt colripalligg ares firing): 30/0eps for _— 
"0 dead, 
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* The Pairiarchal Funtr4l. \X 
dead, ſaith the Son-of Sirach, a for - be :bath loft £cdl. 22, 11+ 


the light. If for no. other reaſon, yer: 

a manis dead, and by death deprived of thoſe 
comforts which thoſe that live enjoy, they 
which ſurvive-'may providently bewail. their 
future privationin his preſcar loſs. Thus every 
Grave-ſtone beſpeaks or expects atear; as if all 
thoſe eyes which had not- yet loſttheir light, 
were to: pay-che tribute of their-waters: to:the 
dead-Sea. c This Fountain Nature never made 
in vain, not to be always ſcaled up ; thatheart 
is rock which ſuffers-it never. to break forth ; 

and be it{o, 'yer.if the rod of 'Mofes- firike; an 

affliction {ent from (God: thall-force it! \Letus 
therefore be ready with'our forrowful  expreſſi- 
ons when weare invited by ſad occaſions; eſpe» 

cially! when a Father , who may. command 

them, calls: for chem;as chat Wiſe:mian'did, My 


Son, -let-tears fall down over; the dead; - And if pas Ecd. 38. 16, 


ternal —_— 'demands:thenyat the death-of 
others;it is no felialduty which denyesthen to 
attend upon 2 Fathers Funeral Fo eph a manvoÞs 
gracious anda terigder) heart, moved with corn- 
man bbje&s ofcompaſiion; had a vulgar forrow 


ſel a Son fullof high affection andof filialdi- 


FREY 


© SB 
- ER 


the acceſſion of paterniry':' And 
he made a mourning for his Father : he made a 


mourning for his Father , which begar him ; 
for his Farher, which laved him; for his Fa- | 


ther, which bleſſed him, for his Father; which 
had mourned for him, for his Father , which 
care downto dye with him. 

| Firſt, be anade 4  moturning -for bis Father 
who begar him : hadthere been'no other-bur 
that naked relation , it had carryed/ with'it:a 
{afhcient obligation. There is ſo: great'an uni- 
on þerweenthe Parent and the Childe, thar it 
cannot break  without'a deep ſenſation... He 
which hath any grateful apprehenſion of his 
own life received, cannot chuſe but ſadly re- 
ſenc the loſs of that life which gave-it./ If the 
fer of the death of Creſus,by a natural miracle; 
could untie the tongue of his Son who never 
ſpake before, that man muſt be miraculouſly 
6 owns" the fload-gates of whole: eyes are 
not open d ar his Fathers Funerals, though he 
never wept before. - The gifts of grace: doe 
not- obliterate, but improve:nature, and it'is 
a falſe perſwaſionof Adoption, which! teach- 
cf us Þ fab ch fan ud, 60 


for- 


"The Parriarebal Funeral. 
ria or Jo was touched with a far more 
- dru de 
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re orget that'weare the ſons of men. Joſeph a per- 
dd | _ high in the eſteem of Per ogper 
a the favour of. God , great in the power of , 
p Fatt greater in'the power of the Spirir, yet 
- | | he forgetsnothis filial relation, yet he cannot 
h j deny his natural obligation, but as a piqus' Son 
h he payes the laſt tribute of his duty to Jacob, 
And he made a mourning for his Father who be- 
r gat him. 
t Secondly, he made a mourning for his "Fas 
a ther who loved him. Love, when in an equal, 
- commandeth love ; and this is ſo juſt, thar fire 
t doth not more naturally create a flame. In this 
s | the ſimilitudeis ſo great, that there is no diffe- 
3 | rence in the nature of the love produced, and 
; that which did produce ir. But when it firſt 


k-1 inneth in a ſuperior perſon, the proper ef- 
= ow: which abs in Lec inferior = es of 

1 a ſingle nature, but ſuch a love as is mingled 
|} *with duty and relſpe&t. The loye of God to 
"I: man challengeth love from us, butthar of ſuch 
| a natureascannotbedemonſtrated but by obe- 
dience ,  and- that of a. Father to his Son is of 
the ſame condition, though not in the ſame 
proportion. 'T he Father loverh firſt with | care 
-and tenderneſs, with a proper. and a ſingle 


love . 
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love; the Son. returns it wich. angther, colour 
mingled! with duty, bleaded ' wich reſpect. 


Now Jacob had many children, and as an emi- 


nent example he lov'd; them. all: but among 
the reſt , there was one deaxer and- warmer 
flame; for he loved Joltph more then all his 
children : the off-ſpring of Rachel the Son of his 
old age, the Heir of his. Vertues, the Corrector 
of his Brethren , the Beloved of God, :had a 
greater ſhare in Jacobs affetion then the reſt of 
his ifſue. He did not ſo much prefer his wives 
before his hand-maids, he did not ſo highly.va- 
luc Rachel before Leah , as he-did eſteem Joſeph 
before the off-ſpring of them all. .This was che 
paternal love of Jacob, and this was anſwered 
with as bigh a filial:reſpe&, in/Foſeph ; which 
after death. could not otherwiſe be expreſſed 
then initears;;; And therefore he made a mourning 
for bis Father, who loved him. | 
Thardly ;- he made a mourning for his Father 
who had blefſed him. Blefling is the ſoveraign 


-a&t of God, and the power of benediction like 
_ the power of God. He delegatcth-this power 


unto his Prieſts, who: ſtandi between ' God 


and / Man, and- bleſs the Sohs .of, men in 
-che 'Name of God; He'deriycs the fame upan 
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our natutal Parents, thac children honouring 
them may expect his bleſſing upon their de- 
fires and prayers. And what greater favour 
could we ask of God, then that thoſe perſons 
who have the moſt natural affection toward 
us, ſhould alſo have the greateſt power to blels 
us? Now when the time. drew nigh that Iſrael 
muſt die , when his body drew nearer to the 
Earth , and his ſoulro Heaven, when his de- 
fires were higheſt, and his words of the greateſt 


efficacy, he called unto his Sons, and bleſſed them, Se. 49. 1.4% 


every one according to his bleſſing he bleſſed them. 
Bur as he loved Joſeph more then all bis Brethren, 
ſo he bleſſed him abovethem all : he made one 
Tribe of every Son,and two of him: his affecti- 
on ſhew'd iff Rhetorical in his Benedi&tion, 


laying, The bleſsings of thy Father have prevailed Ge. as. 6D f ; 


above the bleſSings of yvy Progenitors : unto the 
utmoſt bounds f the everlaſting hills they ſhall be 
on the head of Joleph, and on the crown of the 
head of him that was ſeparate from his Brethren. 
Giving this Benediction, Facob dies; receiving 
this Bleſſing, Joſeph ſurvives , who can render 
no other Retribution after his death, but careof 
his Burial, and tears at his Funeral. And there- 
fore he made a mourning for his Pather , who had 
bleſſed him. - D Fourth- 


Cen, 37. 34- 


'3 


Gen..37. 35+ 
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Fourthly, he made a_ mourning for bis Father, 
who had mourned for him. The Parents cares 
and Fears are equal , and when any infeliciry 
berides their children,their griets are great; and: 


- all theſe bear a proportion with their love. Now: 


the love of Jacob to Joſeph was tranſcendent, 
and being ſo, it rais'd as high an hatred'in the 
hearts of his Brethren , by which he was, in 
their intention, and in his Fathers opinion,, 
dead. And now the Funeral is Joſeph's , let 
us fee how Jacob does appear. He rent his 
clothes, and put ſackcloth upon his loins, and mourns 
ed for his Son many days. Here is a real demon- 
ſtration upon a ſuppoſed death , and a ſerious 
mourning at a feigned Funeral. Had his deareſt 
Son been dead, yer: he might well take com- 
fort in his numerous off-ſpring, but he did not, 
for all 'his Sons and all big Daughters roſe up to 
comfort him, but he refuſed to be comforted : and 
be: ſaid, For 1 will goe down into the grave unto my 
So9n mourning; thus bis Father wept for bim. 
Thus it pleaſed God to permit this happy de- 
ceit of enyious Brethren, this pious miſtake of 
an affeionate Father, not only for a great ex- 
ample of Paternal love,but alſo to teach all Sons 
to” meaſure their griefs ar their Fathers death, 

; by 
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by a conſideration of -thoſe ſorrows which 
their. Parents would have exprefled ,, had they 
dyed before them. Howloever Joſeph was bur - 
juſt in this : for he made « mourning for his Fa- 
ther, who had mourn'd for him. | 

Laſtly , he made a mourning for his Father, 
who came down todie with him. It was the 
old exprefſion of Parents comfort, that at their 
deaths they might have their children to. cloſe 
their eyes ; and it hath been. equally the defire 
of children to be made happy by that occaſion, 
in ſhewing the laſt teſtimony of their duty at 
their Parents death. Now Faceb, who upon +: 
the ſuppoſed death of Foſeph, had (aid, £-will cw. z. 35. 


' goe down into the grave unto my Son, upon the 


certain intelligence of his life and ſafery., re- 
ſolveth to goe down and die; with him. © For 
When he jaw, the Waggons Which Jofeph ſent, Gen. 45. 27, 
and his ſpirit revived, Iſrael faid, It' is enough 
Joleph my Son is yet alive, I will goe and ſee him 
before I die : and when Toſeph firſt preſented 
himſelf unto him. in the land of: Egypt , the firſt 
words which he {pake were hits Now let me Gen. 46. 30. 
die, fince 1 have ſeen thy face ; becauſe thoa' art 
yet alive. Now he which aid ac firſt, I will 
oe and ſee bim before 1 die , and-when he-ſaw 
: D 2 | him, 
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E” To Fbe Patriarchal Funeral. 
kim, faid, Now let me die, refolyed nothing in 
that journey but to die witch” Fofeph. And he 
made a mourning for his Father , who came 
down to die with him. 

For all theſe reaſons Foſeph mourned , for 
his Father, who begat him, remembring his 
natural generation; for his Father, who Loved 
him, not forgetting his ſingular affeftion, for 
his Father,who had blefled him,confidering his 
double Benedi&ion, for his Father, who had 
mourned for him, meditating a-pious retaliati- 
on; for his Father, who came down to die with 
him, embracing the opportunity of a duriful 
exprefſion. And thus 1 cloſe up the firſt ge- 
neral pit of the Text, or the Solemnization of 
the Obſequies: 

The Second general Part of the ſame pre- 
(ents us with the Continuationof the' Solem- 
nity. Which miniſters a double Confidera- 
tion, oneas conliſting of not many days, the 
other as determining how many days.. And 
he'made a mourtng for his Father feven days. 

Immediately. after Jacobs death: in Egypt, 

| forty days were fulfilled for his embalming, 

and the Egyptians mourned for him threefcore aud 
ten_.days.. "They. which have no hope of a like 
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ro come, may extend their griefs for the loſs 
of this; and equal the days of their mourning 

with the years of the life ED Burt fo tedious 
a Funeral Solemnity is a tacite profefſion of In» 
fideliry. When Moſes went up unto the Moun- 


tain of Nebo, and died there , the children of v<.«. ,4 x, 


Iſrael wept for him in the plains of Moab thirty 
dayes. The plains of Moab were nearer to the 
Land of Promiſe then Egypt was, and ſome 
light of the joys of the life to come was diſco- 
vered under the Law, and therefore more thef 
half of the Egyptian Solemniry was cut off by 
the Faith of the Iſraelites. But this Parriar- 
chal Funeral was made in Canaan , the Land 
of Promiſe, the Type of Heaven it was ap- 
pointed by Joſeph a bleſſed Patriarch, and a 
Type of Chriſt: it continued ſome days , to 
Hl 2 his natural affection , hut Fe not 

many;to.expreſs his religious cxpeRarion. Had 

it been extended longer, it had demonſtrated 
more of duty, bur leſs of faith, he had ſhew:d 
himfelf more a Son, bur leſs a Patriarch. Bur 
now he ts become a great Example, in mourn- 
ing ſome days,of filial duty; in mourning few 
days, of Divinity. . Which is our firft Conſide- 
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"The Second leads us to the determinate 
number of the days, which areexpreſly Seven. 
And he made a mourning for his Father ſeven days. 
"The Jews took ſpecial notice of this aCt of_70- 
 ſeph, and in the Fand of Canaan obſerved the 
Fed. 22.12, Dumber of theſe days, Seven days dee. men 
-mourn for him that is dead, ſaith the Son of Si 
rach; and though itbe not unto us a law, yet 

it is a proper ſubject of our Obſervation. 
It was afterward one of the laws of Moſes, 
Nunb, 19. 11. 1e that toucheth the dead body of any man, ſhall 
be unclean ſeven days. And therefore well did 
Joſeph teach the Iſraelites. to mourn the ſame 
number of days, that with their tears of naru- 
ral affe&tion, they might mingle ſome thoughts 

of their natural pollution. 

Again, the number of Seven is the number 
Excd. 20.11. Of relt, In fix days the Lord made Heaven and 
Gen. 2.21 Farth, the Sea, and all that in them is : and he reſt 
ed on the Seventh day from all his works which he 
had made. Now Joſeph knew that there remain- 
eth a reſt to the people of God, he was fully al- 
ſured that as the days of the years of his Fathers 
pigrimage were evil, ſo they ended in reſt and 
happinels : that as ſure as his. body was paſt all 
wearinels and pain , ſo his foul was placed 
| above 
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The Patriarchal Funeral. 
above all Bffibilicy of grief or ſorrow. A Dove 
brought Noah word into the Ark that the wa- 
ters were on the face of the Earth, and he ſtay'd 
ſeven days, and then the Dove ſent forth re- 


turned, and loe, in her mouth was an Olive leaf Gcn-8.9,11. 


pluckt off , ſo Noah knew that the waters were 
abated from off the earth. It we mourn for the 
death of any perſon departed , and- the waters 
appear upon the face of man, yer after the ſe- 
venth day, when the Oliveleat is pluckt, when 
we have conſidered the peace;and reſt,and joyes 
ofthe ſouls departed in the fear of God, *tis time 
for the waters to abate, for mourning to 
ceale. 

Thirdly, the number of Seven is the num- 


ber of holineſs : as God reſted the ſeventh day, 


{o he bleſſed, and hallowea it. Seven days Aaron Gen. 2. 3. 


and his Sons the Prieſts were conſecrated ; 


ſeven days an Aronement was made , and 
the Altar was ſanctified. Seven days hath Jo- 


ſeph ſer aparr for his Fathers Funeral, to ſhew 


that mourning for the dead is ſomething {a- 
cred, the tenth of the Egyptian mourning, 
an act of Piety, a part of Religion. The Jews 
obſerved that the Circumciſion was deferred till 
the eighth day, that a Sabbath might paſs up- 


on 


T be Patriatchal Faneral. 
on the childe, and ſoſanCtifie it bef8ire it was 
circumciled, and Joſeph appointerh ſeven days 
for mourning, one of which muſt neceſſatily 
be that day which God bleſſed and ſantified 
in the beginning, to procure a bleſſing upon 
that duty, andto ſanCtifie his ſorrow. 

Upon -which ſeaſonable Conſideration 1 
ſhall take leave to conclude my meditations on 
the Text, and apply.my {elf to the preſent So- 
lemnity, which gave the occaſion to conſider 
it: thatI may make ſuch uſe of the work of 
this holy day, as may ſanCtifie the ſorrow 
of it. | 

And now, moſt Honorable Sir, the Joſeph 
. of this time, the chief Mourner of this day, be 
plealed to endeavour the Sanctification of your 
mourning by thele reflexive Meditations. 

Firſt, learn from hence to meditate upon 
your own Mortality, and be now aſſured, b 
this neer and home example, that your ſelf dhall 
die. This may ſeem buta cold monition, but 
a dull reflexion, every Grave preacheth that Do- 
rine, and every Skeleton readeth as good a 
LeCture.: when we come into the Houſe of 
.God, 'our feet will learn thus much, and the 
ground we tread ypon will thus far inſtruc 
uS$s 
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are Mn” but they 'are_not equally eral 
* cacious ; the. nearer our relations are to thoſe 
which die, the moye we are concerned in their 
death, and there is none ſo. neer in his con- 
cernment as that” of the Father and' the Son. 
There. is a difference berween the language of 
the Scriptures, and ſuch a Prophet as Nathan 
was; one tells us that all men are ſinners, 


the other lays, Thou art the man. So COIN- » Sam. 12. 5; 


mon Func? tell us all men_are mortal, bur. 
that of a Father ſpeaketh nor only plainly, bur 
particularly, Thou art ſo. From his vivacity 
the Son recciveth life, and. in his death:mutſt 


read his own departure... *Tis poſſible to 


imagine 1 immortal family , and then the 
deaths of others concern'd that not : but where 
the, Father's ,dead, there can be no pretence or 
thought” of immortaliry.. Beſide, there's ſome- 


thing more then propinquity of nature in a Fa- 
ther-: Religion. reacherh. us that our diaies are 


otherwiſe. bound up. in our Parents lives. Re- 


ger hwy the firſt Commandement with Promiſe, Ephel. 6 2. 
. donor thy. Father and. thy Mather, that thy daies 
-omay. be long in. the land : ;confider that you have 


) b{& in his death all forthe opportunity of im- 


proving . 


2 Sam. 18. 33. 


hes a 
6 


T he Parriarchal Funeral. 
proving the hopes of that promiſe, and that «- 
you ſtand now only, as to him, upon whar 
com{ort you have in your former duty, and in' 
your wall obedience. "Thus learn to. fix a 
more immediate and more concerning, medi- 
ration of your own morality”, upon. 'the death 
of him, in wholelife yours was involved both 


by a natural and (piritual dependence, 


Secondly , refle&t upon that love and -en- 
tire affection which you have loſt; and could 
no. otherwile be loſt, but by loſing him, in 
whom it lived. Love is of that excellent na- 
rure , that it is eſteemed by the beſt of men, 
and accepted fromthe meaneft perſons ; whar 
then is the affe&tion of a Father! what is the 
puricy of that fire which God and Nature kin- 
dles in the breaſt of man ! what were the 
flames which ever burnt upon the Altar of 
your Fathers heart, who never hated any man! 
Sce bur the nature of Paternal love in David ; 
who, when Abſalom, his Son, but a moſt re- - 
bellious Son, pony ſought his life and Crown, 
and dyed. in that unnatural attempr, went up 
into bu chamber and wept, and as be went , thus 
he ſaid, O my Son Abſalom, my Son , my Son 
Abſalom; would God T1 bad died for 4 
Abſa- 


Abſalom my Sor ,, my Son : Meaſure by. this 
example the affection you have ſo lately loſt, 
who never gave any offence as Abſalom did, 
and yet had in. your Fathers eye all the reaſons 
of love which Abſalom could have. Know 
then /you make a mourning, as. Foſeph did , 
for a Father that loved you : remember thar 
the love of. Facob was divided between twelve 
Sons, and therefore, though it was high , ir 
could not be whole and entire to Joſeph , as 
for many years your Fathers hath been unto 
ou. 
if Thirdly, I ſpeak. not this out of defign to 
renew or advance your grief, to tell you whar 
you, have loſt alone; but I propound this 
privation, that I may contrive it for your imi- 
ration , endeavouring to ſtir up the ſame fire, 
and to kindle the ſame affection in your (elf, 
who now are wholly to be conſidered in the 
ſame relation. What you were to him, others 
are. now to'you.; and what he was to you, 
you are now wholly unto them. Before your 
natural affection was partly taken up with du- 
ty, reſpet, honor and obedience due to. a Fa- 
ther: from,'a Son, it is now. taken off from 
thoſe cxpreflions, as to him , that it. may de- 
E 2 lcend 
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The Patriarchal Funeral. 
ſcend the more entire upon: thoſe which come 
from you, as you from him. Thus far you 
have been the Joſeph of the Text, 'be now 
the Jacob; that thole two great names may be 
concealed not only in the Text, bur in your 
breaſt. Thus far you have been the 'berter 
part of Abſalom, learn now to be the David: 


that Paternal love , dyed not with your Fa- 
ther, but ſurvives in you to your and his po- 
ſterity. 

Fourthly, I defire you to look not only 
upon that which you have loſt, but alſo up- 
on that 'which he hath left behinde him. 
Vulgar and common perſons , as they -carry 
nothing out of this world, ſo they leave no- 
thing 1n it : they receive no eminency in 
their birth, they acquire none in their like, 
they have none when they die, they leave 
none at their death. Burt honorable perſons, 
as they die like common men, ſo that only 
dieth with them which was common unto 
all degrees of men; their ſingular reſpects, 
the priviledges of their greatneſs, their honors 
ſurvive them, and deſcend unto their Heirs 
with rheir- Inheritance, Give. me leave then 
yet 
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'T he Patriarchal Funeral 
yet to. ſpeak. unto you as to the Heir of your 
Fathers honors ; conſider what the nature. and 
delign of honors are ; remember they were firſt 
graciouſly conferred as a reward of the yirrues : 
of your Anceſtors., and, were as wilely conti-, . 
nued upon- a preſumption, and as, an encou- | 
ragement, of the fame virtues in,their Succel-. \ 
ſors. Your Honorknows how long, the great-, 
neſs of your Family hath ibn we I AGr- 
knowledge firſt the vigilant, provideace.,.and_ 
infinite goodneſs of God. in the preſervation wy 
of it, while fo many glorious ;Titles, haye been 
loſt, ſo many Noble Families cut: off Next, 
{tudy to prelerye and advance it, further . by 
the exerciſe of thoſe virtues upon which it 
was firſt built, and hath been fince, continu- 
ed: endeyour to uphold not only your own, 
but the very name of Honor in this Age, 
in which partly the want of ſuch virtues as 
are neceflary ro ſupport it, partly che weak- 
neſs of that power which. firſt gave life unto 
it, partly the unreaſonablenels of fooliſh men. 
who endeavourto caſt adiſeſteem upon it, have 


rog,much eclipſed the glory of ir. 
E 3 Laſtly, 
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Laſtly; 4s Fhave 2dvifed- you , with the 


Eed.z8.16-17- Son Of Nc. tO {et "tears' fall 'npon the dead, 


and to uſe lamentation as be 4s worth 5y: fo I 

ſhall condude with-his following/' advice; 
when-that is done, ' thes comfort thy ſelf for 
thy heavineſs;” that Fa not only be 'comfor - 
ed after ſorrow , that confolation' may fuc- 


ceed your ariefs ; this isthe common reyolut-- 


on-of the would: not 'only be comforted 'in' 
liew "of your forrow , that conſolation may 
recompenſe your oriefs, that were but a vul- 
ar compenſarion ; but cake comfort in” your 
Hl: , and 'rejoyce in your ſelf ' thar you 
have been ſo happy as to be truly ſad.” There 
is'{o much - deceitfulneſs in the hearr of man, 
fo-much hypocriſie i in Funeral mourning, that 
you” may bleds' Godfor 'your own affurance 
of the fincerity of your natural affetion , 

and religious reſpe&t to. your Parents, and. 
rake delight in a uſt expectation , that it 
will be rewarded by rhe future reſp e& of: 
your" children.” So- having performed So du- 
ty of Foſeph, who made a mourning for 
his Father , you / may _ expe&. the - bleſlipg. 
of 1daeth, gow by: the mouth of Jacob for 


4 whom 
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The Patriarchal Funeral. .2r 
whom he mourned, Foſeph is a fruitful bough, ce, 49. u. © 
even a fruitful bough by a Well , whoſe branches i. 
run over the wall. That this BenediQtion 'may 
be your Honors portion ſhall be my conſtant 
prayer, By the God of thy Father who ſhall help 
thee, and by the Almighty , who ſhall bleſs thee 
with bleſſings of heaven above, bleſSings of the deep 

| that lieth under , bleſSings of the breaſts and of the 

—Fomb. Amen. Amen. 


